
WHERE DO YOU LOOK FOR BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION AND HOW TO CITE IT 

 
* A List of "Works Cited" or "References" is needed any time you conduct research. This list of 

sources should be included at the end of your paper. It is organized in alphabetical order. 
 

 
TYPE OF SOURCE 

 
KIND OF INFORMATION DOUND 

IN THIS SOURCE 
 

 
CITATION FORMAT 

 
Science Book 

Basic background on science and its 
application. Project Ideas.  Sometimes fairly 
current, sometimes not. Can be good for 
generating interest in a topic. 
 

Author Last name, First name.  Title of 
Book. City of Publication: Publisher, 
Date. 

 
Text book 

Basic science background and project ideas.  
May want to look at books from higher 
course level. 
 

Editor Last name, First name, ed.  Title 
of Book.  City of publication:  Publisher, 
Date. 

Science Dictionary Definition of Terms 
 

“Topic”, Title of Book. Edition, Date. 

 
Journal Article 

Basic background on science and its 
application.  Current issues and scientific 
discoveries.  Project ideas. Good for 
generating interest in a topic. 
 

Author Last name, First name.  “Title of 
Article.” Name of Journal  Date:  Pages. 

 
Newspaper 

Current and LOCAL issues and applications. 
Project ideas.  Oregonian and NY Times 
have excellent weekly science sections. 
 

Reporter Last name, First name.  “Title 
of Article.” Name of Newspaper [City, 
State] Date, Edition, Page. 

Encyclopedia / 
Science 

Encyclopedia 

Basic science background / historical 
background. 

“Topic”, Title of Book. Edition, Date. 

 
Interview / Mentor 

Key Information needed for an experimental 
design or procedure, access to literature and 
lab resources. 
 

Person Interviewed.  Type of interview 
(in person or telephone), Date. 

Video: check out the 
school’s loan list. 
Ex:  NOVA, PBS 

Basic background information on a specific 
topic.  Good for generating ideas. 

Title. Medium, Author, Director, Date. 

Radio or TV Current and local issues and applications 
 

Title. Medium, Author, Director, Date. 

 
 
 

Internet 

Information is widely available.  You may 
find basic science background, other student 
projects, real scientific data, chemical and 
safety information, online journals, ask-a-
scientist sites.  Sites that end in “.org”, 
“.gov” or  “.edu” may be more reliable than 
sites that end in “.com” 

Author Last name, First name (if 
known), “Title of Work.”  Title of  
Complete Work (if applicable).  Full http 
address.  Date of visit. 
 
 
If author is unknown…write “author 
unknown” 

Librarians Never to be neglected! Ask them anything 
 

 

 


